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*industrial revnlutlnn In 1837 Louis-
sAuguste Blanqui used the phrase to de-
.,scnbe the changes Britain had undergbne
iduring the previous half-century in her so-
®%tial and economic life. Widespread use of
& ihe term followed from Arnold Toynbee’s
J.ectures on the Industrial Revolution of the Eight-
emth Century in England pubhshed in 1884.

\ Debates about the.precise period and its
, eamng reflected efforts to identify what
”’b‘rought about the transformation from a
-:_ redominantly rural society, whose major
J.‘4u|m9'. of livelihoods deérived from the land,
20/, rapidly urbanizing country whose
alth came from commerce and manufac-

' o hohc of the industrial revolution was
,;1;:: of coal as a source of energy. The
{ *ﬁrsmn of coal to coke made cheaper
HIon, ore smelting possible and simultan-
nx- sl produced town gas, used from the
zlgdl cent. for lighting. Coal-fuelled
e;s prmr:ﬂed steam-power for mines
uh}_ 1ge factory machinery, and locomo-
mahng speed and. repetitive activ-
tIess arduous and greatly augmenting
+1 ut Partlcmarly associated with such
ges were cotton textiles, made cheaply
l"'h irge. quantities,
_ if‘ aLchanges occurred smull:aneuusly
;j‘ qew jobs were created between the
'. jh; 8th and the mid-19th cent. from the
B G idening apphcnuﬂns of technical in-
_."!WH- ssuch as in gas-making,-in the
ggmical; ‘mdustry. in canal and railway
“‘1"1 DI, and In textiles. New methods of

'.,l"['ql’r

Dselivd

industrial production also required many
people to move to urban-locations. Some
existing towns such as *Manchester  ex-
panded very rapidly, whilst new towns
emerged, such as St Helens (Merseyside).
Rapid urban growth posed many unfore-
seen problems of overcrowded houses, in-
adequate sanitation, and law and order.-

Many historians, geographers, -and polit-
ical economists have sought to explain the
origins of the changes during the second
half of the 18th cent. and why they should
have occurred in Britain. The search for one
main underlying cause has led to elaborate
and careful studies of both economic activ-
itles and social developments, including
geographical determination, religious dis-
crimination against nonconformists, tech-
nological innovations in sources of power,
and the rise of literacy.

In contrast other historians have chal-
lenged the very concept of an industrial
revolution. For example, econometric tech-
niques applied by N. F. R. Crafts and others
indicate slow rates of change in British eco-
nomic life. Innovations in technology and
in organization occurred piecemeal in dif-
ferent parts of the economy, suggesting
that the image of revolution seems map—
propriate.

yeomen Legally a yeoman was a free-
holder who could meet the qualification
for voting in parliamentary elections, but
the term came to be employed more widely

~ than this, to encompass freeholders, copy- -

holders, and sometimes even tenant farm-
ers. In 18th-cent. Cumbria, freeholders,
customary tenants, and tenant farmers

. were all encnmpassed by the term yeoman,

while in other parts of the country it was
virtually unknown. In 1566 Sir Thomas
*Smith defined his fellow-Englishmen as
gentlemen, yeomen, and rascals. By the
early 19th cent. a shghtly narrower defin-
ition seems to have been gaining ground.
For the agricultural writer Arthur *Young,
yeomen were only freeholders who were
not gentry, and the same definition was
used by witnesses before the 1833 Select
Committee on Agriculture, Since the
1960s historians have increasingly

eschewed the word because of its romantic
and sentimental overtones, as the sturdy
inhabitants of a long-departed rural idyll. -
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