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母語獲得とは

生まれつき備わっている普遍文法が、各個
別環境に応じた具現化を起こすこと

古典的な意味での「学習」ではない

（類推、模倣、暗記、統計的学習、刺激般化、等）

Language Growth （発生、成長）

Language Acquisition （獲得）

Language Learning （学習、習得）？
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“Learning by Forgetting”

幼児の脳内には複数の異なる文法が設定
済みであり、選択的過程を経てターゲット
の文法に収束する。

アポトーシス（プログラム細胞死）

シナプスの過剰生成と刈り込み

神経ダーウィニズム

Medial-Wh

(1) Who do you think who Grover wants to hug?  (4;9)

(2) Who do you think who’s in there, really, really, really? 
(4;6)

(3) What do you think what Cookie Monster eats?  (5;5)

(4) What do you think what the baby drinks?  (3;3)
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German

(1) Was glaubst du [ dass Hans ___ gekauft hat ]?

what believe you [ that Hans ___ bought has ]?

“What do you think that John bought?”

(2) Was glaubst du [ was Hans ___ gekauft hat ]?

what believe you [ what Hans ___ bought has ]?

“What do you think what John bought?”
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French

(1)   *Qui crois-tu [ que ___ viendra ]?

who believe you [ that ___ will come ]?

“Who do you believe that will come?” 

(2) Qui crois-tu [ qui ___ viendra ]?

who believe you [ who ___ will come ]?

“Who do you believe who will come?” 
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Irish

(1) Deir siad [ goN shileann an t-athair [ goN phosfaidh Sile ]]

say they [ that thinks the father [ that will-marry Sheila him ]]

“They say that the father thinks that Sheila will marry him.”

(2) Cn fear aL deir siad [ aL shileann an t-athair [ aL phosfaidh

Sile ___ ]]

which man aL say they [ aL thinks the father [ aL will-marry 

Sheila ___ ]]

“Which man aL do they say [ aL the father thinks [ aL Sheila 

will marry ___ ]]
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連続循環移動
Successive-Cyclic Movement

(1) What do you think Cookie Monster eats?

(2) you think [ Cookie Monster eats what ]? 

(3) you think [ what Cookie Monster eats what ]?

(4) [ what do you think [ what Cookie Monster 
eats what ]]?
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幼児文法は、当該言語の大人の文法とは
異なっていても、人間言語から逸脱したも
のではない。

人間として生まれた以上、人間言語でない
ものが脳内に生じる余地は最初からない。
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深層の普遍性・表層の多様性

共時的 Synchronic 変化

通時的 Diachronic 変化

発達的 Developmental 変化

すべてUGの可変領域内での変動
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“When we think we are learning something, 
we are only discovering what already has been 
built into our brains.”

M. S. Gazzaniga Nature’s Mind: The biological roots of 

thinking, emotions, sexuality, language and intelligence.

「学習をしなければ歌う能力は身につかないが、
だからといってなんでも学ぶというわけではない...  
いつ、どんなことを学ぶかは、遺伝的に組み込ま

れている ...」

中村桂子『生命科学』講談社学術文庫

12



3

母語獲得の臨界期 Critical Period
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http://si.unm.edu/bern_2003/autumn/aut_tl/tl.html

*That-trace 効果

(1) Who do you think that John met __?

(2) Who do you think John met __?

(3)  * Who do you think that __ met John?

(4) Who do you think __ met John?

*(asterisk)はその文が非文法的、つまり当該文法によっ
ては生成不可能であることを示す

(1) I said (that) John came.

(2) 太郎が来た *(と) 言っただろ

(3) 太郎が来た (て) ゆうたやろ
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Recursion (回帰性・再帰性)

There is no longest sentence.

… that John knows [ that Bill knows [ that Mary knows 
[ that Jane knows [ that I love you ]]]]]

同じものを無限に埋め込んでいくことができる。

→言語の無限の創造性
cf. 回帰関数 recursive function

What is one longest word in English?

SMILES
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回帰性がシンタクスの根幹であり、人間言
語の唯一の固有特性だと考えられる

回帰性の起源 → 人間言語の起源へ
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http://si.unm.edu/bern_2003/autumn/aut_tl/tl.html
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