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Percent Age 65 or Older 

• Except for Japan, the 
world’s 15 oldest countries 
are all in Europe. 
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  To some extent, this will 
bring certain economic, 
social and political burden 
and perhaps impede 
economic growth, harm 
social cohesion, and 
endanger political stability 
–  if not anticipated with 

appropriate policies 
and programs. 





  How do the elderly population 
remain independent and active 
economically and therefore 
reduce the burden of the 
younger population?  

  Will the rapid increase of the 
percentage and numbers of 
elderly bankrupt the health 
care services and social 
security systems?  

  How will the change 
in norms on family 
affect the financing 
of the elderly 
population?  

  How will political 
factor influence 
policies in financing 
the elderly 
population?  





Projected World Population, by Sex, at Specified Age Groups, 2025 
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Source: United Nations, World Population Prospects:The 2004 Revision (medium scenario), 2005. 

• Feminization of aging.  
Although women make up half of 
world population, by the end of the 
next quarter century, they will 
account for more than half (54 
percent) of people ages 60 and older, 
and 63 percent of very old people 
(80 and older). 
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European Institute for Asian Studies, Brussels 




