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Asia Countries At the Crossroad 
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Challenges Facing Asia 
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The First Strategic Gap:  closer 

The Second Strategic Gap: wider and wider 
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Source: Adapted from Maecinsee 



  The transition of age structure has shifted the two groups of 
dependent population, the young and old. The share of the young 
population has shifted from high to low percentage and the share 
of the elderly population has changed in the opposite direction. 

  Different stages  

Source: Patcharawalai, 2003, 2008 

VIETNAM SINGAPORE THAILAND 

 1st DD: Group I starts fading around 2010, ends  2020-2040 
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Trends in Aging, by World Region 
Population Ages 65 and Older 
Percent 

Source: United Nations, World Population Prospects: The 2004 Revision (medium scenario), 2005. 

• By 2025, over 20 percent of 
the population in more 
developed regions will be ages 
65 and older. 
• By 2025, one-tenth of the 
world’s population will be 
over age 65. 
• Asia: The proportion of its 
elderly population almost 
double, from about 6 percent 
in 2000 to 10 percent in 2025. 
In absolute terms, this 
represents a stark increase in 
just 25 years: from about 216 
million to about 480 million 
older people. 




